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Heathside School 

 

Curriculum Policy 

 

Introduction 
 

Our vision for Heathside is that our pupils grow to become independent learners who are able to explore 
their ideas within a curriculum which is relevant, engaging and scholarly. While we want pupils to know 
things, we also encourage them to weigh the evidence, reflect on their outcomes and apply their learning 
through problem-solving activities in the form of real experience, models and simulations. 

The school is non-selective and we take account of the ability of every pupil and ensure that each is 
challenged and his or her talents fostered.  This is supported by our regular data tracking, which identifies 
areas for concern and areas of high progression.  When pupils leave Heathside, we want them to be 
knowledgeable, independent thinkers who have established excellent study skills and verbalizing their 
intellectual curiosity, with confidence. 

 

The Curriculum 
 

Heathside School has high academic standards. Our aim is to help pupils to reach their full potential in a 
lively, stimulating and rewarding environment. 

 

We provide physical, creative, social and moral topics and activities. We strive for an academic curriculum 
that is broad, balanced, relevant to the childrens’ experience, and challenging. To deliver the curriculum, the 
school aims to provide expert, high-quality teaching, and interesting, varied lessons in which pupils are 
encouraged to think creatively and critically. 
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The curriculum shadows the National Curriculum. The pupils are taught art, drama, English, French, 
geography, history, computing, Latin, mathematics, music, physical education, personal, social and health 
education (PSHE) and citizenship, religious studies, design and technology, and science. 

 

We promote the spiritual, moral, social and cultural development of our pupils. PSHE, citizenship and religious 
studies allow the pupils to develop self-awareness, respect and tolerance for their own beliefs, the beliefs of 
their peers, and the beliefs of other cultures. Extra-curricular activities such as the school council, philosophy 
club and eco club provide opportunities for development of ideas and making informed decisions. 

 

The flexibility of the curriculum allows for many cross-curricular links.  Planning happens within year groups, 
which allows for a thematic approach to be taken, emphasising a skills and knowledge-based approach. It is 
not uncommon for the teaching of English and computing, for example, to reinforce the teaching of 
humanities and vice versa. In the upper years, subjects are taught by subject specialists, although cross-
curricular links are still maintained. 

 

Across Heathside, art, drama and music are important components of the curriculum and there are many 
opportunities to participate in these areas through extra-curricular activities. We have a school choir, a 
chamber choir, and various instrumental groups. These groups perform regularly in school assemblies and 
concerts. Expert instrumental tuition is provided by visiting teachers. Pupils are encouraged to sit ABRSM 
exams. Drama is taught to all year groups and pupils have the opportunity to perform prepared pieces. Pupils 
are encouraged to sit for LAMDA exams. Each year group also takes part in their own drama or musical 
production. We also have an annual prose and poetry competition where pupils have the opportunity to 
prepare and perform a piece of prose of poetry before a parental audience and judge. 

 

Full schemes of work are in place for all subjects and the academic programme is open to all pupils.  Full 
details of each subject are contained within the schemes of work. Subject coordinators ensure that the 
content of the courses is suitable for each year group. Copies of schemes of work are kept on the Heathside 
portal. 

 

A summary of these schemes of work for each year group is given to parents in the form of a curriculum 
summary for each term. The National Curriculum is shadowed in all subjects, although provision will always 
be made for children to work in advance of their chronological age if appropriate. Heed is taken of aspects 
of gender, race and religion when formulating and choosing schemes of work, and lesson plans make 
provision for differentiation in accordance with the aptitudes of pupils. 

 

Pupils are regularly assessed in literacy and numeracy by their work and by formal examinations and tests. 
These tests include the PIRA Reading Assessment Scheme, taken by all pupils in the school, as well as end-
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of-year examinations and interim assessments. Pupil participation in class at every level is strongly 
encouraged and ensures that high standards of speaking  and listening are maintained. 

 

Where English is not the pupils’ first language, we make sure that we are satisfied at their point of entry that 
the pupil will be able to cope. When the pupil simply needs help in bettering his/her fluency and 
understanding, special arrangements are made through the learning support coordinator, who ensures that 
any statutory requirements and individual needs are met. 

 

 

The Wider Curriculum Sport and Games 

Throughout our programme of physical education, we provide the opportunity for pupils to develop both 
physically and socially. Team sports develop qualities of leadership, cooperation and sportsmanship. All pupils 
participate weekly in games and P.E., and there are regular games fixtures. A variety of sports are on offer 
and those naturally interested in sport are encouraged and fostered to develop their talents to a high level. 
Competition is encouraged and excellence in team and individual sports, as in other areas of school life, is 
nurtured and very much valued. However, we also recognise that not all pupils are natural sportsmen/women 
and some pupils have an aversion to sport. Physical fitness and the benefits of a healthy lifestyle are 
reinforced through the PSHE programme. 

 
 

Computing 
 

All pupils have formal lessons in computing. It is our belief that computing and information technology are 
essential tools, not only intrinsically, but also to support pupils’ learning in all subjects. The subject 
coordinator reviews the use of and provision for computing and information technology in the various 
subjects to ensure that not only pupils are using and developing their skills to an appropriate level, but also 
that full advantage is taken of the school’s technological provision to support teaching. Each scheme of work 
takes into account the use of information technology within that subject and indicates where specific skills 
are required and practised in particular tasks. Many subject sources exist only as SMART Notebook activities, 
and teachers are accustomed to using web-based learning tools to support their teaching. 

 

Religious Education 
 
All pupils have religious education as part of the humanities programme where they learn about moral and 
ethical issues and study comparative religion, making them aware of the beliefs of others. In addition, 
schemes of work in almost all subjects inevitably touch upon issues of a religious, moral or ethical nature. 
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Pastoral 
 

The well-being of our pupils is very important to us and lies at the heart of everything we do. The school is 
organised in a way that ensures the  teachers know their pupils and the pupils know their teachers. All pupils’ 
sense of belonging is fostered by daily contact with a trusted form teacher who will help the children in his 
or her care as they grow in understanding themselves, each other and the world. We want our pupils to be 
tolerant of each other, respectful of adults, but above all else, safe and secure. 

 

The Cultural Life of the School 
 

A wide range of extra-curricular activities is on offer to further enrich the curriculum, and pupils are 
encouraged to join the various clubs held at the end of the day. We have a thriving chess club, run by expert, 
external coaches. There are also art, design and technology, philosophy, science and maths clubs.  

The Students’ Council develops individuals’ leadership skills, teaches pupils about democratic processes and 
gives all pupils a voice in the running of the school. 

The specific provision of these activities is tailored to the age of the pupils concerned, and care is taken to 
ensure that there are activities to suit all pupils. 

 

Homework 
 

We see homework as an important aspect of pupils’ learning and development. We aim to give pupils 
opportunities to work and think independently of the teacher and to extend the skills and knowledge they 
have gained during their lessons. Homework helps parents have direct knowledge of and input into their 
child’s learning. However, we do not seek to overburden children with homework at the expense of quality 
family time (see the homework policy).  We are also aware of the various beliefs held by parents paying for 
the education of their children at Heathside. 

 

Assessment 

Teachers use a variety of methods to assess their children’s progress. A primary assessment tool, is, of 
course, the regular, everyday marking of work and the giving of feedback which indicates the degree to 
which children have understood the learning objective that was specified during the lesson, providing them 
with guidance about what has been done well and how things could be improved.  The practice of plenaries 
and mini-plenaries is a part of checking progress and understanding within a lesson. 

Alongside this informal assessment, the children will undertake some formal assessments during the year. 
We aim to balance the need to obtain formal data to assess the effectiveness of children’s learning alongside 
our reluctance to interrupt the flow of teaching and learning with too many formal tests. (see assessment 
policy).  Our prime areas of assessment are for Reading, Writing, Maths and Science in the Lower and Middle 
Schools and all subjects within the Upper School. 
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Teaching of the Curriculum 

We teach the curriculum in an engaging and experiential way. Throughout the school, we endeavor to make 
our curriculum come alive through cross- curricular, practical, real-life and fun activities that challenge and 
extend our children's thinking and skills. 

We always aim to model the outcome that we intend for the children to achieve and also plan for the possible 
pitfalls in their learning. We then teach them strategies in order to help them attain their individual, 
differentiated targets.  Most importantly, we encourage each child's individual expression. 

We make use of as many resources that we can to enhance our learning, such as: expert specialist teachers, 
the Hampstead Heath environment, frequent off-site school visits, sports on external sports grounds, and 
visits to our school by external professional educators. 

We have special days and weeks throughout the school year to emphasise particular topics and important 
events: 

PSHE Kindness and Friendship Week, Science week, Writing and Reading Week, Handwriting Week, World 
Book Day, Prose and Poetry performances, 

Shakespeare Week, Maths Week, Sports Relief Week. 

 

Promoting British Values 

We actively seek opportunities to include Fundamental British Values within our curriculum maps, mid-term 
plans, weekly plans, assemblies and displays.  It is part of our ethos to promote: 

● Democracy 
● The Rule of Law 
● Individual Liberty 
● Mutual respect for and tolerance of those with different faiths and beliefs and for those without faith 

 

Support for SEND and disabilities 

We want all our children to access the topics and content being taught within the class.  Our close 
communication between Teachers, Teaching Assistants, Specialist Subject Teachers and our SEN team, 
combined with summative assessments recorded on Target Tracker, makes our school special in its capability 
to quickly identify children with emerging Special Educational Needs.  Children who enter our school with 
Special Educational Needs and/or physical or mental disabilities are immediately observed by our SEN staff 
and assigned to group work, one-to-one or in-class support with an intervention that is monitored for 
effectiveness within a six-week period. If progress within the intervention is not made, the intervention will 
be reviewed to enable progression.  
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Children with physical disabilities are provided with the physical resources they need to access the curriculum.  
This is a proactive provision on our part when we are aware of the assistance they require ahead of time.  It 
is also a reactive provision when we find areas of need as they settle in the Heathside environment.  The 
SEN staff advise the teachers on effective ways to provide provision in the classroom as an extra 
differentiation aside from current High Ability, Middle Ability and Lower Ability identifications. 

 

Support for Children for whom English is not their home language 

Our SEN team are also involved in the progression of children with English as an Additional Language.  
Interventions can take place within class, in small groups or one-to-one to help the child to access the 
curriculum.  We have a ‘Welcome to Heathside’ EAL book which has visual and high frequency word activities.   

The teachers ensure that their Lower Ability Differentiations meet the child’s requirements for reading and 
writing, or that the child is differentiated for individually if they cannot access this level.  Maths is supported 
with visual or concrete resources where word problems are involved.  Children who enter Heathside with an 
additional Language make rapid progress in their language development from the baseline of entry, as 
indicated in our Target Tracker results. 

 

Children from Minority groups 

As part of our SMSC, Heathside children are exposed to different cultural lifestyles and beliefs.  Even though 
we are an affluent school in terms of our pupil composition, many of our children and staff are from a variety 
of Ethnic backgrounds.  We are a very inclusive school which celebrates similarities and differences of cultures 
and demonstrate this with opportunities in our curriculum, for example learning about Florence Nightingale 
and Mary Seacole in year 2.  Heathside offers a variety of languages within its curriculum and clubs.  We 
also celebrate world events such as Christmas, Santa Lucia, Eid and Hannukah. 

 

Monitoring 
 

We monitor our curriculum formally, through the scrutiny of planning and curriculum maps, and informally, 
through planned observations, drop-in observations and the many tours that occur within the school week. 
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Addendum 
 

Under the Equality Act 2010 we follow a democratic stance in regard to the subject matter within our 
curriculum and we will not allow partisan, political views, nor any topics that breach Equal opportunity, anti-
discrimination and anti-radicalisation laws 

Curriculum by Year groups: 

1.  Appendix A – EYFS Curriculum 
2.  Appendix B – Key Stage 1 Curriculum 
3.  Appendix C – Key Stage 2 Curriculum 
4.  Appendix D – Key Stage 3 Curriculum 
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Appendix A 

 

Heathside School 

 

Curriculum Policy - EYFS 

 

At Heathside Preparatory School, we follow the Early Years Foundation Stage. We value each child’s starting 
point and create an environment where learning is purposeful, enjoyable and celebrated.  

 

We create a safe, happy and inclusive environment that aims to develop children’s resourcefulness, 
knowledge, confidence and independence. Through a broad and balanced curriculum, we consider carefully 
children’s interests, needs, interests and individual learning styles. We nurture children’s wellbeing and love 
of learning. Each child is supported to reach their full potential regardless of their background, nationality, 
gender or ability. 

 

Inclusive Practice 

The school has an international character where wellbeing and respect for different people, cultures and 
ideas are upheld as key values. 

 

All children and their diverse needs are equally valued. We consider diversity of needs, interests, background 
and experience in all areas of the school. We work to promote individual talents, interests and skills by 
observing strengths, talking to parents and sharing observations to enhance and promote successes. We 
encourage high levels of motivation and set realistic but challenging expectations. 

 

Heathside is a very diverse multicultural and multilingual school. We value the many languages children 
speak in addition to English. Many children are also well travelled from an early age. We commemorate 
special events in different cultures in class and celebrate different cultural festivals throughout the year. 
Children in EYFS have specialist French lessons and can attend Mandarin and Spanish after school clubs. 

 

We meet the varying needs of children through: 

• Planning opportunities that build on children’s knowledge and experience 
• Using a range of teaching and learning strategies based on children’s needs 
• Provide a stimulating environment to motivate children’s learning where the contribution of all 

children is valued 
• Use resources which reflect diversity and are free from discrimination and stereotyping 
• Valuing the local community and environment as a source of learning opportunities 
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• Using displays, resources and equipment that reflect the community in which the children live 
including role-play areas 

• Provide activities relating to a wide range of religious, ethnic and cultural celebrations 
• Planning challenging activities according to children’s level of development 
• Monitoring children’s progress and take appropriate action to support as necessary 
• Please also see school SEN Policy. 

 

 

Enabling Environments 

 
The school environment plays a key role in supporting and extending a child’s development. Heathside offers 
a diverse and imaginative learning environment with stimulating indoor and outdoor learning opportunities, 
engaging children’s knowledge, skills, attitudes and actions. 
 
 
   
Observation, Planning and Assessment 

A range of methods are adopted to record children’s progress in different learning contexts, both adult-led 
and child initiated. Observations of children include narrative, short and anecdotal observations, photographs, 
video recording and samples of children's work. This provides an ongoing assessment tool, giving a picture 
of the developing child whilst also monitoring achievement. Observations demonstrate children’s abilities, 
needs, interests, play schemas and learning styles. Observations are evaluated both formally and informally 
and learning opportunities are planned to support children to make the next steps and progress. 

 

Curriculum is planned around observations of children, their strengths, interests and needs, as well as the 
teachers’ understanding of what necessary skills will help each child to achieve their objectives. Indoor and 
outdoor play based activities encourage child-initiated as well as adult-led activities.  

 

Learning and Development 

We value all areas of learning and aim to provide a broad, balanced and differentiated curriculum. The seven 
areas of learning and development are divided into three Prime Areas and four Specific Areas. 

The Prime Areas are: 

• Communication and Language 
• Personal, Social and Emotional Development 
• Physical Development 

The Specific Areas are: 

• Literacy 
• Mathematics 
• Understanding the World 
• Expressive Arts and Design 
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The characteristics of effective learning in the prime and specific areas are interconnected as follows: 

• Playing and Exploring – Through play we encourage children to use their senses to explore the world 
around them and their environment. Children are supported to take safe risks, engage, follow their 
interests and ‘have a go’ at new challenges 

• Active Learning – As children develop their confidence they learn to make decisions, develop 
motivation and interest, develop independence and take ownership of their own learning.  

• Creating and Thinking Critically – Children have the opportunity to be creative in all areas and can 
access resources in order to make their own decisions to extend their learning. Staff scaffold children’s 
development and thinking skills through supporting children’s ideas, asking open-ended questions, 
offering challenge and encouragement. 

 

Play and Exploration 

The EYFS at Heathside has a play based approach to learning and development. Well-planned and purposeful 
play, both indoors and outdoors, is a key way in which young children learn with enjoyment and challenge. 
Through play, children explore and develop learning experiences which help them make sense of the world. 
They develop thinking skills, independence and self-discipline. Children have opportunities to be creative, 
experiment and test ideas. 

 

Teaching and Learning 

Teaching and learning opportunities ensure children develop physically, linguistically, intellectually and 
emotionally. It builds on what children already know and can do and inspires a confident disposition to 
learning through meaningful, imaginative, challenging and enjoyable experiences. We value the development 
of the whole child and children at Heathside are highly resilient. 

Specialist Lessons include: Gymnastics, Yoga, French, Music, Swimming, P.E. and Forest School (from Upper 
Nursery) 

Extra-Curricular clubs include: Capoeira, Science, Chess, Art and Craft, Ballet, Dance, Creative Movement, 
Spanish and Mandarin. 
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Appendix B 

 

Heathside School 

 

Curriculum Policy - Key Stage One 

 

Introduction 

We are a warm and friendly key stage with three form entry classes in Year 1 and Year 2. Year 1 classes 
have approximately 17 pupils and Year 2 classes have 22 children per class. Each class is taught by a full-
time class teacher and a teaching assistant.  

Our priority is to ensure that the children are happy, independent and confident pupils.  

We use cross-curricular links throughout the term to maximise time and quality of lessons.  Heathside School 
is extremely unique in this approach, as we also link many of our lessons and topics with Hampstead Heath, 
which is on our door step.  

We offer a curriculum that is broad and balanced which promotes the spiritual, moral, cultural, mental, 
physical development of children and prepares children for the opportunities, responsibilities and experiences 
of the next stage of their education and later life. 

The National Curriculum forms part of the school curriculum and provides an outline of core knowledge 
around which teachers develop exciting and stimulating lessons to promote the development of children’ 
knowledge, understanding and skills in the core subjects of English, Mathematics and Science as well as the 
foundation subjects; Computing, History, Geography, Physical Education, Art and Design, Design and 
Technology and Music. We learn about and embrace many religious festivals during our assembly time.  
Provision is also made for personal, social, health and economic education (PSHE). 

Lessons in all subjects are carefully planned to match the individual needs of each child. Teachers set high 
expectations for every pupil and use assessment effectively to set challenging targets. Individual targets for 
each child are set in reading, writing, spelling and mathematics, and are discussed and shared with the 
children and parents. 

Subjects may be taught individually, however when relevant, cross curricular links are made to enhance the 
teaching and inspire the children to learn.  At Heathside, we as teachers appreciate that for effective teaching 
and learning a wide variety of teaching styles is essential.  This may be a whole class approach, independent 
learning or working collaboratively in small groups organised according to appropriate criteria. 

KS1 Curriculum Aims 

To offer a broad, balanced, challenging curriculum which, as well as addressing the National Curriculum, 
develops the skills, concepts, knowledge and social skills necessary for future learning. We strive to match 
the learning programme as effectively as possible to the needs of each child, including more able children 
and those needing learning support. To develop confident, disciplined and enquiring learners, able to make 
informed choices by providing first hand experiences which encourage the children to question, investigate 
and seek solutions.  
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We promote and encourage Heathside school values in an atmosphere which encourages feelings of self-
worth, positive attitudes, sensitivity and an awareness of the needs of others in order for children to become 
caring, responsible members of a wider community. To develop a partnership between home and school 
which is vital to create a happy, secure environment where everyone’s needs are met and all have the 
opportunity to learn and succeed. 

 

Maths  

Heathside follows the National Curriculum as a guidelines and we use Year 2 and Year 3 learning outcomes 
from Hamilton Trust to challenge our more able students. We encourage these children to work at Year 3 or 
in some cases Year 4 level, we have no borders for their capabilities. We support children who are having 
difficulties with Maths, with smaller focus groups and 1:1 support.  

The classwork and homework is differentiated for three abilities and assessments are recorded every half 
term on the Target Tracker assessment system.  

The children work through written activities, maths problems and interactive whiteboard games for one hour 
per day. Once a week the pupils are tested on their mental arithmetic.  

 

Literacy 

Heathside pupils are enthusiastic and confident readers. We read every morning with each child 1:1 and set 
reading homework each day, specifically for each child. We read from The Oxford Reading Tree scheme. We 
assess the children every term using PIRA and record all assessment grades with the Target Tracker system.  

Our spelling programme is a combination of the 2014 Curriculum Letters and Sounds and Alphablocks. Each 
week the children will work through a list of differentiated words which will follow a pattern; dge sound, s:c 
sound, n:kn sound. The children will practice these words throughout the week, ensuring they can read, 
spell and write them correctly. At Heathside we link the spelling and handwriting sessions and the children 
have 15 minutes each morning to work through these activities. We at Heathside believe that encouragement 
and patience are key with spelling and handwriting. We ensure that the size and shape of letters is consistent 
and that all pupils develop legible and fluent handwriting. We encourage our pupils to establish and maintain 
a high profile of handwriting and presentation skills. The children will also write their differentiated words 
into sentences to enable them to practice grammar and punctuation. Many of our pupils can use speech 
marks, commas and questions marks correctly in their writing.  

 

Science  

At Heathside we are extremely fortunate to have such a fantastic resource as the Heath on our doorstep. 
Many science lessons are linked with our Forest School sessions. We use the Heath as much as possible in 
science lessons and many of these topics are cross circularly linked. Heathside pupils learn to identify and 
name a variety of common wild and garden plants, including deciduous and evergreen trees. 

Heathside pupils learn to describe the basic structure of a variety of common flowering plants, including 
trees. We explore and compare the differences between things that are living, dead, and things that have 
never been alive The pupils can identify that most living things live in habitats to which they are suited and 
describe how different habitats provide for the basic needs of different kinds of animals and plants, and how 
they depend on each other Year 1 and Year 2 children enjoy naming a variety of plants and animals in their 
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habitats, including microhabitats and learning about how animals obtain their food from plants and other 
animals, using the idea of a simple food chain, and identify and name different sources of food. 

 

Geography  

Heathside children can name and locate the world’s seven continents and five oceans and also name, locate 
and identify characteristics of the four countries and capital cities of the United Kingdom and its surrounding 
seas.  

Pupils can use world maps, atlases and globes to identify the United Kingdom and its countries, as well as 
the countries, continents and oceans studied at this key stage. 

In key stage 1 we use simple compass directions (North, South, East and West) and locational and directional 
language [for example, near and far; left and right], to describe the location of features and routes on a 
map. 

 

Sport 

Year 1 and Year 2 pupils enjoy a varied sports curriculum including gymnastics, athletics, football, games 
and swimming. 
 
Pupils developing fundamental movement skills, become increasingly competent and confident. 
Children master basic movements including running, jumping, throwing and catching as well as developing 
balance, agility and coordination and begin to apply this in a range of activities. (Gymnastic, athletics, games) 
 
Participate in team games and developing simple tactics for invasion and defending games. 
Pupils perform short gymnastic routines and sequences using simple movement patterns with the aim of 
showing as much control and precision as possible. 
 
Swimming - KS1 children enjoy weekly swimming lessons at UCS swimming pool. The children are grouped 
by ability and are taught in groups of 10 for half an hour. At Heathside we follow ASA (Amateur Swimming 
Association) swimming stages from ducklings to stage 3 where they learning to be confident in the water, 
performing floating and gliding, learning to travel in the water with aids and without over the 15m distance. 
Learning basic ideas about stroke techniques.  
Year 2 children can choose to join Cross Country running club once a week at the heath. Cross country 
running sessions are 30 minutes in duration and are taught with an adult/child ratio of 1:7.  

 

Music 

At Heathside Music lessons are taught by a specialist Music teacher. 

Year 1 and Year 2 children have been looking at many different areas of Music: 

Exploring duration - How to use instruments and voices to make a variety of long and short sounds. That 
music is made up of long and short sounds; to demonstrate understanding of long and short through 
movement; how to make sounds of different duration on tuned and untuned instruments; how to use 
instruments to make sequences of long and short sounds 
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To develop children's ability to recognise the difference between BEAT and RHYTHM and to perform with a 
sense of beat. The learning intentions for this unit are as follows: 

To understand what is meant by steady beat (pulse); To be able to identify 'call and response' in music 

To be able to use 'call and response' type of singing/music; to know how to copy and recall rhythm patterns; 
to be able to play to a steady beat as well as using rhythm patterns play along. 

To learn the musical concepts ‘Presto & Largo', and to be able to identify, move along and play along to 
music using Presto/Largo. The learning intentions for this Unit are as follows: 

To learn the terms Presto and Largo, what is meant by each and to be able to identify both in music listening. 
To learn to identify Presto and Largo in music.  

To learn about different musical instruments used in Folk Music.  

 

French  

In KS1, French is taught through the immersion method with an emphasis on speaking and listening. Each 
lesson begins with greetings, date and weather with songs and rhymes, followed by a language game, a 
story and a simple written activity. Each term, we focus on a topic related to the children’s interests, 
experiences and the world around them. By the end of Year 2, the children will have covered a range of 
basic topics including: 

● School 
● Body parts 
● Clothes 
● Food 
● Family 

● House 
● Colours 
● City 
● Sports and hobbies 
● Animals 

 

French is used consistently in class for instructions and as a means of communication. The children make a 
direct connection between the language used and what they are seeing and doing and ultimately they 
remember the word and use it appropriately. They learn to listen attentively to the French language and use 
their cognitive and language abilities to understand. They explore the patterns and sounds of the language 
through songs and rhymes and develop accurate pronunciation. Becoming more familiar with the language, 
they speak with increasing confidence and spontaneity and they broaden their vocabulary and develop their 
ability to understand. 

 

Art/Design Technology 

At Heathside we use a range of materials creatively to design and make products linked to literacy, geography 
and history topics. Our pupils learn to use drawing, painting and sculpture to develop and share their ideas, 
experiences and imagination.  

Year 1 and Year 2 pupils enjoy using a wide range of art and design techniques using colour, pattern, texture, 
line, shape, form and space  

Heathside pupils are taught about the work of a range of artists, craft makers and designers, describing the 
differences and similarities between different practices and disciplines, and making links to their own work. 
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Year 1 pupils have planned and created large cardboard castle replicas and year 2 have designed and created 
Tudor Style Houses, linked to their Fire of London topic. Key Stage 1 pupils visit The Tate Modern Art gallery 
and have studied Kandinsky, Monet, Bridget Riley and Renoir. The pupils use paint, fabric, collage, wax 
crayon and charcoal to create their creative and intricate pieces of work.  

Key stage one Art work is displayed throughout the school and in the classrooms.  
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Appendix C 

 

Heathside School 

Curriculum Policy - Key Stage Two 

Introduction 

Heathside School offers its pupils an expansive, broad-ranging and balanced curriculum. The curriculum 
includes literacy, mathematics, science, history, design and technology, music, drama, art, French, Latin, 
PSHE, SMSC, and physical education. More than this, however, whilst pupils’ learning at Heathside Prep is 
based fundamentally upon the National Curriculum, the school seeks to extend children’s learning further 
beyond this as part of an even more challenging and stimulating educational programme. The programme 
also comprises an ‘extended’ curriculum, which is what the children learn from various ‘themed’ school weeks, 
school assemblies, and from the school’s emphasis on its ethos and values, and the way that pupils at 
Heathside Prep are expected to behave and conduct themselves. Heathside Prep’s curriculum is moreover 
designed to imbue in its pupils a love of learning, and the independence and confidence to tackle challenges 
both inside and outside the classroom. 

Heathside Prep seeks to promote the spiritual, moral, social, and cultural, development of its pupils, and to 
successfully prepare them for the responsibilities and experiences of adult life and of life in a British society.  

The curriculum is delivered through a range of channels: class-based lessons, school trips, workshops, visiting 
speakers and themed teaching weeks. Moreover, the numerous extra-curricular activities and opportunities 
that the school organises boost and enhance the children’s school experience. 

1. The academic aims of Heathside Prep are: 

• That every pupil fulfils his or her academic potential; 

• That teachers and pupils pursue excellence in teaching and learning; 
• That our pupils develop their confidence and a love of learning, both individually and with 

others, and acquire a wide range of learning skills; and 
• That we create an environment in which pupils are confident in their ability and 

increasingly ready to take responsibility for their own learning. 
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We aim to offer a curriculum that supports these academic aims. It is also our aim that our curriculum is 
intellectually challenging and offers cultural, spiritual and physical development which will prepare our pupils 
successfully for entry to Key Stage 3, as well as their future beyond school. 

 

We also seek to ensure our curriculum meets the following regulatory requirements: 

• pupils experience full-time supervised education in the following areas: linguistic, mathematical, 
scientific, technological, human and social, physical, and aesthetic and creative; 

• pupils acquire skills in speaking, listening, literacy and numeracy; 
• pupils have the opportunity to learn and make progress at all times, according to their age, needs 

and aptitudes; 
• PSHE and SMSC education reflects the school’s aims and ethos, and encourages respect for other 

people, in line with the protected characteristics set out in the Equality Act 2010; and 
• pupils should be effectively prepared for the opportunities, responsibilities and experiences of life in 

society. 

 

2. Principles 

The curriculum at Heathside Prep is intended to encourage breadth, balance and choice. In addition to a 
broad range of academic subjects, a considerable variety of extra-curricular and sporting activities are 
offered. The intention is not only to foster academic excellence but also to enhance the personal development 
of the pupil through the PSHE programme and the numerous extra-curricular activities and clubs. 

In general terms Heathside Prep shadows the National Curriculum where appropriate, but in reality strives 
to offer a great deal more than this. The school does not enter pupils for SATS tests in Key Stage 2; rather, 
it aims to ensure all pupils are well equipped for the 11+ examinations and for entry into Key Stage 3. 

The Head is responsible for overall academic policy. The Deputy Head is responsible for the detail and delivery 
of the curriculum and is the first point of contact for staff, pupils and parents on curriculum matters. 

 

3. Regulatory requirements 

a) Pupils experience full-time supervised education in the following areas: linguistic, mathematical, 
scientific, technological, human and social, physical, and aesthetic and creative 
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b) At Heathside Prep, pupils receive more than 23 hours of education per week, in excess of the 20 
hours stipulated by the DfE. All Heathside Prep pupils study a broad curriculum that ensures they 
receive education in all of these areas. The details of this are set out in the ‘organization of teaching’ 
section of this policy. 

c) Pupils acquire skills in speaking, listening, literacy and numeracy. 
d) All subjects make a contribution to the development of these skills and how this is provided is set out 

in departmental policies. 
e) Pupils have the opportunity to learn and make progress at all times, according to their age, needs 

and aptitudes. 
f) Heathside Prep is committed to offering a high-quality education for all pupils that will enable all to 

learn and make progress according to their age, needs and aptitudes. This includes pupils with SEND, 
EHC plans/statements, and EAL 

g) The Learning Support department coordinate the screening and support of pupils who have needs 
that impede their learning. 

h) Departments maintain written schemes of work, which take into account the ages, aptitudes, and 
needs of pupils, including those with EHC plans/statements and EAL needs. 

i) PSHE and SMSC education reflects the school’s aims and ethos and encourages respect for other 
people in line with the protected characteristics set out in the Equality Act 2010. 

j) Pupils should be effectively prepared for the opportunities, responsibilities and experiences of life in 
British society. 

k) The school’s aim is “to help young people to reach their potential at school in preparation for leading 
confident, fulfilled and unselfish lives as adults.” Throughout their years at Heathside Prep, pupils are 
encouraged to make the most of the opportunities that the school provides to help them meet this 
aim. There are many occasions when pupils have the chance to take on leadership roles including, 
but not limited to, sporting team captains and leading roles in the fields of drama and music. 

l) Schemes of work in all subjects, including PSHE, are written in accordance with the fundamental 
British values of democracy, the rule of law, and mutual respect and tolerance for different faiths and 
beliefs. 

 

4. Curriculum monitoring 

The curriculum is reviewed and evaluated regularly to take into account developments at a national level and 
our internal requirements. At Heathside Prep this is achieved through discussion between the school’s 
advisers, the Head and Deputy Head, and Heads of Departments and Key-Stage leaders. Where appropriate, 
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whole-staff consultation may also be sought on curriculum issues. The effectiveness of the curriculum is also 
discussed in the annual review meetings between the Head and Deputy Head, and Heads of Departments 
and Key-Stage leaders. At the departmental level, schemes of work are reviewed annually to incorporate 
external changes and/or to meet the needs of pupils. 

 

5. Pupil assessment, monitoring and reporting procedures 

We work hard to ensure that all pupils at Heathside Prep have the opportunity to make significant and 
continued progress. 

Accordingly, annual reviews of assessment data, recorded using Target Tracker (based on APP Levels), are 
conducted by senior management. Analysis conducted includes: 

• value-added performance measures (including the use of CEM baseline data); 
• teacher judgements and observations using both summative and formative class assessments; 
• individual subject scrutiny; and 

• year-on-year comparisons of results and cohort ability. 

Internal literacy and numeracy assessments for Years 3-6 take place in the autumn, spring and summer 
terms. Results for all of these internal exams are collated centrally and summaries are distributed to relevant 
staff. Individual departments also regularly assess academic performance in their subject through interim 
assessments. Results from these assessments are used to demonstrate the level of pupil progress and to 
inform subsequent teaching. 

We also monitor pupil progress through our reporting system which places equal emphasis on effort and 
attainment. Pupils will also get feedback on their attainment from marked homework and classwork. We 
actively respond to unacceptable pupil effort and to pupils whose work has shown sign of deterioration.  

 

6. Organisation of teaching at Heathside Prep 

Setting and streaming: most subjects are taught as whole-form classes; however, in Mathematics pupils 
are streamed into smaller sets. Setting is used in order to differentiate between the needs of pupils. Much 
thought goes into the setting of pupils and the interests of the individual pupil are always paramount. 
Movement between sets is considered, where appropriate. The final decision lies with the Head. 

Size of teaching groups: the maximum class size is 22 pupils; sets are typically of 10-14 children. 
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Differentiation is achieved through: 

• Establishing the needs of each individual pupil; 

• Matching tasks to each student; and 

• Providing a variety of teaching approaches and classroom organisation. 

The detail for particular subjects may be obtained in individual departmental handbooks. 

7. Homework 

● Homework is intended to further the study of a subject; it should usually relate to what pupils have 
done in class or are going to do and should have an identified, recognisable purpose. 

● We increase the amount of homework that we give the children as they move up through the school. 
● Homework might take various guises, for example: routine practice of ideas learned in the lessons; 

preparation of work for the following lessons; working on coursework; thinking up creative ideas; 
problem solving. 

● For KS2, a homework timetable for each year is published at the beginning of the autumn term. Each 
subject has normally one or two homeworks allocated to it per week. They will normally be of 20-25 
minutes’ duration. 

● Members of staff should ensure that what is set for homework is clearly explained and properly 
understood; checking tactics might include: 

▪ setting homework at the start of a lesson (not at the time of low concentration at the 
end of a lesson) or with plenty of time to explain the task; 

▪ presenting homework in written form, on the board and/or on paper to the pupil; 
▪ checking that pupils have their homework diaries and that they record homework 

accurately (so that parents know both that homework has been set and also what it 
is). 

● Clear instructions for when the work is to be completed, and, where applicable, for handing it in, 
should be laid down. Pupils must be required to adhere to them; lateness should not be tolerated.  

● Homework should usually follow on from, or be connected with, work that is being done in class. 
● Pupils are often helped to manage their workload better over the course of a week if, when possible, 

subject teachers set: 
▪ written homework is to be completed over two evenings and handed in, at a minimum, 

two days after being set, or 
▪ structured larger projects that are meant to take several weeks, so that pupils know 

more clearly what they have to do each night and have a substantial amount of time 
to complete it. 
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● If a pupil is simply not doing homework, or not doing it satisfactorily, he or she should be required to 
do or to redo it within a specified time limit (usually 24 - 48 hours); in the latter case, staff must 
make clear what improvements are necessary. Teaching staff should report problems promptly to the 
Form Tutor and Deputy Head. 

● Good work should always be praised and appropriate rewards should be given if the work is of 
sufficient quality. 

● Homework is sometimes marked together as a whole class and sometimes marked by an adult at 
school. The marked homework is sent home. We set homework for all children as a normal part of 
school life. 

● We ensure that all tasks set are appropriate to the ability of the child. If a child has special needs, 
we adapt the task set so that all children can contribute in a positive way. 
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Appendix D 

 

Heathside High School 

 

 

1. The academic aims of Heathside High are: 

• That every pupil fulfils his or her academic potential; 
• That teachers and pupils pursue excellence in teaching and learning; 
• That our pupils develop a love of learning, both individually and with others, and acquire a wide range 

of learning skills; and 
• That we create an environment in which pupils are confident in their ability and increasingly ready to 

take responsibility for their own learning. 

We aim to offer a curriculum that supports these academic aims. It is also our aim that our curriculum is 
intellectually challenging and offers cultural, spiritual and physical development which will prepare our pupils 
successfully for their future beyond school. 

We also seek to ensure our curriculum meets the following regulatory requirements: 

• pupils experience full time supervised education in the following areas: linguistic, mathematical, 
scientific, technological, human and social, physical, and aesthetic and creative; 

• pupils acquire skills in speaking, listening, literacy and numeracy; 
• pupils have the opportunity to learn and make progress at all times, according to their age, needs 

and aptitudes; 
• PHSE education reflects the school’s aims and ethos and encourages respect for other people in line 

with the protected characteristics set out in the Equality Act 2010; and 
• pupils should be effectively prepared for the opportunities, responsibilities and experiences of life in 

society. 
 

2. Principles 

The curriculum at Heathside High is intended to encourage breadth, balance and choice. In addition to a 
broad range of academic subjects, a considerable variety of extra-curricular and sporting activities are 
offered. The intention is not only to foster academic excellence but also to enhance the personal development 
of the pupil through religious education, the PSHE programme and Clubs. 

In general terms Heathside High shadows the National Curriculum where appropriate but strives to offer a 
great deal more than this. The school does not enter pupils for tests at Key Stage 3. 

The Head is responsible for overall academic policy. The Deputy Head is responsible for the detail and delivery 
of the curriculum and is the first point of contact for staff, pupils and parents on curriculum matters. 
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3. Regulatory requirements 

a) Pupils experience full time supervised education in the following areas: linguistic, mathematical, 
scientific, technological, human and social, physical, and aesthetic and creative 

b) At Heathside High, pupils receive more than 23 hours of education per week, in excess of the 20 
hours stipulated by the DfE. All Heathside High pupils study a broad curriculum that ensures they 
receive education in all of these areas. The details of this are set out in the organization of teaching 
section of this policy. 

c) Pupils acquire skills in speaking, listening, literacy and numeracy. 
d) All subjects make a contribution to the development of these skills and how this is provided is set out 

in departmental policies. 
e) Pupils have the opportunity to learn and make progress at all times, according to their age, needs 

and aptitudes. 
f) Heathside High is committed to offering a high-quality education for all pupils that will enable all to 

learn and make progress according to their age, needs and aptitudes. This includes pupils with SEND, 
EHC plans/statements, and EAL. It also applies to those who are considered most able, which 
includes. 

g) The Learning Support department coordinate the screening and support of pupils who have needs 
that impede their learning. 

h) Departments maintain written schemes of work which take into account the ages, aptitudes, and 
needs of pupils, including those with EHC plans/statements and EAL needs. 

i) PHSE education reflects the school’s aims and ethos and encourages respect for other people in line 
with the protected characteristics set out in the Equality Act 2010. 

j) PHSE is taught throughout Heathside High in a way that reflects the school’s aims and ethos and 
encourages respect for other people in line with the protected characteristics set out in the Equality 
Act 2010. 

k) Pupils should be effectively prepared for the opportunities, responsibilities and experiences of life in 
British society. 

l) The school’s aim is “to help young people to reach their potential at school in preparation for leading 
confident, fulfilled and unselfish lives as adults.” Throughout their years at Heathside High pupils are 
encouraged to make the most of the opportunities that the school provides to help them meet this 
aim. There are many occasions when pupils have the chance to take on leadership roles including, 
but not limited to, sporting team captains and leading roles in both drama and music. 

m) Schemes of work in all subjects, including PHSE, are written in accordance with the fundamental 
British values of democracy, the rule of law, and mutual respect and tolerance for different faiths and 
beliefs. 

 
 

4. Curriculum monitoring 

The curriculum is reviewed and evaluated regularly to take into account developments at a national level and 
our internal requirements. At Heathside High this is achieved through discussion between the school’s 
advisers, the Head and Deputy Head, and Heads of Departments. Where appropriate, whole-staff 
consultation may also be sought on curriculum issues. The effectiveness of the curriculum is also discussed 
in the annual review meetings between Heads of Department and the Head and Deputy Head. At the 
departmental level, schemes of work are reviewed annually to incorporate external changes and/or to meet 
the needs of pupils. 
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5. Pupil assessment, monitoring and reporting procedures 

We work hard to ensure that all pupils at Heathside High have the opportunity to make good progress. 

Annual reviews of MidYIS data are conducted by senior management. Analysis conducted includes: 

• value-added performance measures (including the use of CEM baseline data); 
• individual subject scrutiny; and 
• year-on-year comparisons of results and cohort ability. 

Internal examinations for Years 7-9 take place in the autumn and summer terms. Results for all of these 
internal exams are collated centrally and summaries are distributed to relevant staff. Individual departments 
also regularly assess academic performance in their subject through interim assessments. Results from these 
exams and assessments are used to demonstrate the level of pupil progress and to inform teaching. 

We also monitor pupil progress through our reporting system which places equal emphasis on effort and 
attainment. Pupils will also get feedback on their attainment from marked homework. We actively respond 
to unacceptable pupil effort. A high frequency of 4 or 5 for Effort & Attitude (or M or CC for Individual 
Attainment) grades will trigger action from the staff.  

 

6. Organization of teaching at Heathside High 

Setting and streaming: most subjects are taught in forms or in smaller sets for Mathematics, English and 
Modern Languages. Setting is used in order to differentiate between the needs of pupils. Much thought goes 
into the setting of pupils and the interests of the individual pupil are always paramount. Movement between 
sets is encouraged where appropriate. The final decision lies with the Head. 

Size of teaching groups: the maximum class size is 24 pupils; sets are typically of 10-14 children. 

 

Differentiation is achieved through: 

• Establishing the needs of each individual pupil; 
• Matching tasks to each student; and 
• Providing a variety of teaching approaches and classroom organisation. 

The detail for particular subjects may be obtained in individual departmental handbooks. 

 

7. Organisation of Teaching in Years 7 and 8 

Years 7 and 8 follow a broad ISEB’s two-year curriculum for Common Entrance in Maths, English, Biology, 
Chemistry, Physics, French, Latin, Greek (optional, run as a Club) History, Geography and Religious Studies. 
We aim to offer a challenging curriculum that develops the intellectual and practical skills of our pupils. Year 
7 is also designed to allow pupils from the Junior Schools and new entrants to become academically and 
socially integrated. 
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8. Organisation of Teaching in Year 9 

The Year 9 Curriculum is still under development at Heathside High. A further update will be added at the 
next review date (July 2019). 

It is likely to build on the following principles: 

a) Pupils would experience a Language Carousel comprising Spanish, German and French will be studied 
for about four weeks each. After this, pupils could choose their preferred language, which would 
normally become their ‘first language’, so long as numbers allowed. Pupils would then be taught this 
first language in the Spring and Summer terms of Year 9. 

b) Mathematics would establish a common base of knowledge before moving on to cover a syllabus 
which has as its core the National Curriculum; there would be some setting. The Sciences, which 
would be taught as separate subjects, would allow all pupils to learn to handle the subjects practically 
as well as theoretically; the specially developed courses would work beyond the limits of the National 
Curriculum to provide a firm foundation to GCSE. 

c) Pupils coming up from Years 7 and 8 will be joined by some new entrants in Year 9. The object of 
this year will be to continue the broad education of all pupils in a wide range of subjects, to integrate 
new entrants socially and academically, and to settle all pupils into Heathside High. All pupils will 
follow a common course in as wide a range of subjects as possible for the first of the three years 
which lead to public examinations (GCSE/iGCSE). The common course will also give us and them a 
clearer idea of their abilities and preferences before they have to choose which subjects to take for 
the GCSE. 

d) Most pupils will continue with Latin in Year 9 year, but there could be a Classical Civilisation set into 
which we place those new pupils who have done no Latin before, and a few existing pupils whom we 
believe would benefit from the change. 

e) Pupils use and develop their ICT skills in lessons across the curriculum as well as within the periods 
allocated for ICT. 

f) Towards the end of Year 9 year, pupils will choose the subjects which they will study for the next two 
years and in which they will take public examinations. The decision is postponed until this stage so 
that pupils, particularly those entering at 13+, can make informed, guided choices. 

 

9. Homework 

a) Homework is intended to further the study of a subject; it should usually relate to what pupils have 
done in class or are going to do and have an identified, recognisable purpose. 

b) Homework might take various guises, for example, routine practice of ideas learned in the lessons; 
preparation of work for the following lessons; working on coursework; thinking up creative ideas; 
problem solving. 

c) It is rare for it to be impossible to use homework time productively on complementary study, but 
when this is not possible pupils, usually only in Years 7 and 8, should be given a clear instruction to 
read a book of their choice for an appropriate period of time. 

d) For KS3, a homework timetable for each year is published at the beginning of the autumn term. Each 
subject has normally one or two homeworks per week allocated to it. They should be of 20-25 
minutes’ duration in Years 7 and 8 and 30 minutes for Year 9 

e) Members of staff should ensure that what is set for homework is clearly explained and properly 
understood; checking tactics might include: 
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a. setting homework at the start of a lesson (not at the time of low concentration at the end of 
a lesson) or with plenty of time to explain the task; 

b. presenting homework in written form, on the board and/or on paper to the pupil; 
c. checking that pupils have their homework diaries and that they record homework accurately 

(so that parents know both that homework has been set and also what it is). 
d. using Google Classroom 

f) Clear instructions for when the work is to be completed, and, where applicable, for handing it in, 
should be laid down. Pupils must be required to adhere to them; lateness should not be tolerated.  

g) Other than English, Maths and MFL, if a subject is allocated two homeworks per week, staff would 
normally be expected to use one of these, and only to use the other if there is clear demand for it. 
Homework should usually follow on from, or be connected with, work that is being done in class. 

h) Subject teachers and Form Tutors should make sure they are not setting too much homework by: 
a. Monitoring the workflow on Google Classroom 
b. Being very careful that creative and open-ended homework is given with clear instructions, 

and the member of staff ensuring that the task they set can be completed within the 
homework time, given the speed of work typical for the year group. 

c. Sometimes setting homework to be done during the lesson so that they can see how individual 
pupils get on and also how long the homework takes to be completed. 

i) Instructing younger pupils particularly to stop work at the end of the allotted homework time and to 
write in pencil at the end of what they have done how long it has taken them (though they might 
then continue to work). 

j) Pupils are often helped to manage their workload better over the course of a week if, when possible, 
subject teachers set: 

a. written homework to be completed in one evening and handed in the next morning, or 
b. structured projects that are meant to take several days so that pupils know more clearly what 

they have to do each night. 
k) If a pupil is simply not doing homework, or not doing it satisfactorily, he or she should be required to 

do or to redo it within a specified time limit (24 - 48 hours); in the latter case, staff must make clear 
what improvements are necessary. Teaching staff should report problems promptly to the Form Tutor 
and Deputy Head. 

l) Good work should always be praised and appropriate rewards should be given if the work is of 
sufficient quality. 

 

 


